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“Ideological Deterioration” in Changhua:
Formation of Taiwanese Cultural Association Changhua Branch and

Analysis of its Social Networks

Chao-jung Li

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule, Changhua was dubbed by official
newspapers as a region of “ideological deterioration,” owing to the courage of young
people in Changhua to express the spirit of resistance in speech and thoughts. Initially,
Changhua youths joined the Changhua Comrade Youth Association (CCYA) together with
the gentry. However, due to the disparity between new and old ideologies as well as
differences in upbringing, Changhua youths broke away from the gentry after the Police
Incident and failure of the CCYA reform. On June 17, 1924, Changhua youths established
the Changhua Branch of the Taiwanese Cultural Association (TCA), which became the
main force behind TCA activities in central Taiwan, such as ethnic movements, women’s
movements, and class movements. Exemplary works included reading rooms set up for the
public to read newspapers, promotion of medical activities and lectures given in Taiwanese
dialect. Moreover, the Branch facilitated the establishment of the first women’s association
in Taiwan, the Changhua Women’s Mutual Support Association, to promote new knowledge
and awareness of women’s rights.

In January 1927, the TCA faced a dispute over its line and leadership, with Wang
Min-chuan and the Black Youth Alliance attempting to seize power. The TCA split into the
Taiwanese People’s Party and the New Taiwanese Cultural Association (NTCA) and its
Changhua Branch was renamed as “Changhua Special Branch.” In November 1929, the
NTCA broke up for the second time, with the Black Youths forming the Taiwan Labor
Mutual Aid Society. The pro-Communist members collaborated with Wang Min-chuan to
expel the Lian Wen-qing faction, resulting in the decline of the NTCA. In 1931, the
Government-General of Taiwan launched a large-scale arrest and activities dwindled to
only a few conducted by the Taiwanese Alliance for Home Rule. Changhua, the leftist main

camp, did not have the branch of the Taiwanese Alliance for Home Rule and used instead
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the “Changhua Municipal Administration Research Association” for local autonomy
campaigns. This study considers the official comment of “ideological deterioration” as a
clue to trace and clarify the different social networks formed by the left- and right-wing
people in Changhua through blood, academic and geographical ties. After the TCA was
disbanded, young people were no longer segregated by political stances and maintained

contact with one another.

Keywords: Taiwanese Cultural Association, Changhua Branch, Ideological Deterioration,

Social Networks






